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What has since followed are-but-the-satural con-

sequences.  With the success of their first move-
went, this small fanatical party began to scquire
strength ; and with that, to bicome an object of
courtship 10 both the grear parties, The necessary
consequence was, o further increase of power, and a
gradunl minting of the opinions of borh of the other
parties with their doctrines, until the infection has
extended over both ; and th: great mass of the pop-
ulation of the North, who, whatever may be their
opinion of the original Abolition party, which stll
preserves its distinetive organization, hardly ever
fail, when it comes to acting, to co-operate in carry-
ing out thelr measures, With the Incrense of their
intluenee, they extended the sphere of their action.
in a short time sfter the commencement of their
tirst movgment, they had sequired sutficient influ-
ence to induce the Legislatures of most of the
Nurthern States to pass acts, which in effect abro.
sated the provision of the Constitution that provides
t-r the delivery up of fugitiveslaves. Notlongaf er,
petitions followed to abolish slavery in forts, mnga-
2'nes, and dock yards, and all other places whez
(ongress had exclusive power of legislation, This
was fullowed by petitions and resolutions of Legis-
latures of the Norihern States snd popular meetin,

1o exclude the Southern States from all Territories
acquired, or to be acquired, and to prevent the ad-
misaign of any Sta’e hereatter inte th=Yipign which

by lts Constitution, does not prohibit slavery. And
Congress Is invoked todo all this expressiy with the
view to the final abolition of slavery in the Stateg,
That has been avowed to bz the ultimate object from
the beginning of the agitation until the present time;
and vet the great body of both parties of the North,
with the full know! of the fact, although disa-
vowing the Abolition have co operuted with

them in ulmost all their measures.

Such is u brief history of the agitation, as far as
it has yet ndvanced. Now 1 ask, Senators, what is
there to prevent lte further progress, until it fulfils
the ultimate end proposcd, unless some decisive
meusure should be ndupl‘.ati to prevent it?7 Has
any one of the causes, which has added 10 its in-
crease from its original small and contemptible
beginning until it has attained its present magni-
tude, dimintehed in force 7 s the original cavee of
the movement, that slavery Is a sin, and ought to
b an?pwﬂmd' weaker now than at the commence-
ment 7 Or is the Abolition party less numerous or
influentinl, or huve they less influence over, or con-
trol over the two great parties of the North in elec-
tions ! Or has the South greater means of influenc-
ing or controlling the movements of this Govern-
ment now, than it had when the agitation commenc-
«d ! To all these questions but one answer can be
given : mo, no, no, The very reverse is true. In-
#tead of being weaker, all the elements in favor of
ngitation are stronger now than they were in 1835,
when it first commenced, while all the clements of
influence on the part of the South are weaker,
Unless somet decisive is done, | agafn ask
what s to stop thia uflmlun. befure the groat u
final object at which it sims—the abolition of sla-
very in the States—is consummated 7 s it, then,
not certain that il some decisive is not now
dona to arrest it, the South will be forced to choose
between abolition and secession 7 Indeed, s events
are now moving, it will not require the South to
secede to dissolve the Unlon.  Agitation will of
itsell effect ir, of which its past hﬁlury furnishes
abundant prnnﬂ'l;‘:; 1 shall next proceed to show.

nan

ltisa 1 10 disunion
be m&" ? a single blow. cords which
bound these States together In one common Umon
ure far 100 numerous and powerful for that, Die.
union must be the work of time, [Itis only through
a long process, and successively, that the cords can
be snapped, until the whele fabric falls ssunder,
Already the agitation of the slavery question hos
Anap some of the most important, and has
greatly weakened all the others, as I shall proceed
1o show,

The curds that bind the States together are not
anly many, but varlous in character. Some are
spiritual Or ecclesiastical ; some political ; others
social,  Some appertain to the benefit conferred by
the Union, and others to the feeling of duty and ob-
Hgation.

The strongest of those of & spiritual and ecelesi-
astical nature consisted in the unity of the great
religions denomiations, all of which originally em-
braced the whole Unlon.  All these denominutions,
with the axception, perhaps, of the Catholics, were
u:ﬁnnlzrd very much upon the principles ol our

itical Institutions ; beginning with smaller meet-
ngs corresponding with the political divisions of
the country, thelr organization terminated in one
great central assembluge, corresponding very much
with the character of Congress. At these meetin
the prinelpal clergymen and I.lr members of the
reapective denominations from all parts of the Union
mel 1o rransact business relating to thelr common
concerns, It was not confined to what appertained
1o the doetrines and discipline of the respective de-
nominations, but extended to plans for dissemina-
ting the Bible, establishing mni jes, distributing
tructs, and of establishing presses for the publiva-
tlon of tracts, uuu?. and periodicals, with a
view of diffusing religious information, and for the
support of the doctrines and creeds of the denomi-
nation. Al this combined contributed greatly to
sirengthen the bonda of the Union.  The strong tics
w hirh held ench denomination together formed a
strong cord to hold the whole Union together; but,
us tmm-rf ul na they were, they have not been able to
resist the explosive t of slavery agitation,
The first of these cords which snapped, urder its

xplo tof the powertul Methodis' | of the Territories, of their rights in them ; but it in- | the sovereignty of the Uniied
iy gl e S aind Phe ,I, Ii:n flicts no greater wound than is absolutely necessary | territory ma {u

Fpiscopal Chureh. The ous and
which held it together are all broke, and its unity
gone, They now furm separate churches ; and in-
wieadd of that feeling of attachment and devotion 1o

stitution would be to destroy the Union. But the
only reliable and certain evidence of devorion to the
WConstitution e, 10 abstain, on the one hand, from
violating i1, and to repel, on the other, all nitempts
to violate it. 1t is only by fithiully performing these
high duties thathe Constitution can be preserved,
and with it the Union,

But how stands the profession of devotion to the
Union by our assailants, when broaglt 10 the test 1
Have they abstained from violating the Constitution?
Let the many acts passed by the Northern States to
set nside and annul the clause of the Constitution
providing for the delivery up of fugitive slaves an-
swer, | clie this, not that it is the only instance,
(for there are many others,) but because the viols.
ton in this purticular is too notorious and pll‘luble
to be denjed, Ats:ln: Have lhttﬂwd forth faith-
fully 10 repel violations of the Constitution?  Let
their course in reference to the agitation of the sia-
very question, which was commenced and has boen
curried on for fifleen years,
of abolishing slavery in the States—an object all
scknowledge 1o be unconstitutional—answer.
them show a single instance, during this long pe-
riod, in which they have denounced the
their attempts to effect what is admity

10 be un-
brought forward for that purpose. How can we, with
all these facts before us, believe that they are sincere
in their profession of devotion to the Unjon, or avaid
believing their profession is but intended to increase
the vigor of thelr assaults and to weaken the force
of our resistance 1

Nor can we regard the profession of devotion to
the Umon on wie part B those who are not our as
sailunts, s sincers, when they pronounce eulogies
upon the Union, evidently with the intent of charg-
ing us with disunion, without uttering one word o
denuncintion sgainst our assailanis,
the Union, their course should be to unite with
repelling these Ite, and d ing the u
ns enemies of the Unlon, Why they avaid this, and
pursue the course they do, it is for them to explain,

Norean the Unien be saved by Invoking the name
of the ilusirious Southerner whoss mortsl reimains
repose on the western bank of the Potomae, He
wis one of us—a slaveholder and a planter, We
have studied his history, and find nothing In it 10
justify submission to wrong. On the contrary, his
great fame rests on the solid foundation. thai, while
he was careful to avoid doing wrong to others, he
was promptand decided in repelling wrong. I trust
that, in this respect, we profited by his example,
Nor can we find anything in his history to deter
us from seceding from the Union, should it full to
fulfil the objests ¥ur which it was instimted, by being
permanently and hopelessly converted into the means
of oppressing instead of protecting us. On the con-
trary, we el in bie agample 10 encourage us,
should we be foreed to the extremity o deciding
botween submission und disuni
There existed then, as well as now, s union—that
‘brtween ‘parent country #hi hier thin colonié®”
was o union that had much 10 endear it 1o the peo-
lo of the colonies. Under its protecting and super-
niending eare, the colonies were planted and grew
up nnd prospered, thiough a long course of years,
until they became populous and wealthy, Iis bene-
fits were not limited to them, Their extensive agii-
cultursl and other producnions gave birth 1o a flour-
ishing eommerce, which richly rewarded the parent
country for the tiouble and expense of esta ng
and protecting them, Washington was born and
grew up lo manhood under that union. He ac-
quired his carliest distinction in its service, and there
i every reason to believe that he was devotedly at-
tnched to it. But his devotion was a rati one,
He was attached to it, not as an end, but as & means
toan end. When it failed to fulfil lts end, and, in-
ste d of affording protection, was cooverted into
the means of !)wuin the colonies, he did not
hesitate to draw his sword, and head the great mov. -
ment by which that union was forever severed, and
the indep o of these States established. This
was the great and crowning glory of his life, which
has spread his fame over the whole globe, and will
transmit it to the latest posterity, Nor can the plan
proposed by the distinguished Senator from Ken-
tucky, nor that of the Administration, save the Un-
jon. 1 shall pass by, without remark, the plan pro-
posed by the Senator, and proceed directly to the
consideration of that of the Administration. I how.
ever assure the distingulished and able Senator, that
in taking this course, no disrespect whatever is in-
tended to him or his plan. 1 have adgpied i1, bocause

us in

ith

The plan of the Administration cannot save the
Union, because it can have no effect whatever to-
wards satisiying ".:f Sum l:t:Elpcdng the Southern
e Inio ] o

w!tm‘y lah:d l‘wn:l', n-dn?; the
in fact but a modification of the Wilmot Proviso, It
roposes o eflect the same object, to exclude the
outh from all territory acquired by the Mexican
treaty, It is well known that the South is united
againet the Wilmot Proviso, and has committed it-
soll, by solemn resolutions, (o resist, should it be
adopted. Its opposition ix nof fo the name, but that
which it propoeses to effect. "T'hat the Southern States
hold to be titutional, unjust, inconsistent with
their equality as members of the common Union, and
ealenlated to destroy irretrievably the equilibrium
between the two sections, These objections equal
Iy apply to what, for brevity, | will enll the Execu-
l{\'l! roviso. There is no ce between it and
the Wilmot, except in the mode of eflecting the ob-
ject; and, in that respect, 1 must say that the latter
is much (Me least objectionable. It goes 1o jts object
It ¢claims for Con-

openly, boldly, and dh“nc“{;c
gress unlimited power over t T:in‘ltorlu, nndrpn)-
soses 1o nssert 10 over the Territorles acquired from
E[uicn, by a positive prohibliion of i[l\'el‘{. Not
80 the Executive Previso, It takes an indireot
course, and in order to elude the Wilmot Proviso,
and thereby nvoid encountering the united and de-
termined resistance of the South, it denles, by lin-
plication, the authority of Congress tu legislate fur
the Territoriee, and claims the right as belonging
exclusively to the inhabitants of the Terrl orles. But
1o effect the object of excluding the South, it takes
care, in the mean time, to let in emigrants freely
trom the Northern States, and all other quarters ex-
copt from the South, which it takea special care to
exclide by holding up to them the danger of having
their slaves liberated under the Mexican laws, The
necesaary consequence is to exclude the South from
the Territory, just as cffectually a8 would the Wil-
mot Provisa, The only difforence in this respeet is,
that what one proposes to effeet directly nnd openly,
the other proposes to etfeet indirectly and covertly.

But the Execut.ve Proviso I8 more objectionable
than the Wilmot, in another and more important
particular, The ‘nm.'r, to effect its object, inflicts a
dangerons wound upon the Constitution, };y depriv-
ing the Southern States, ns joint partners and owners

1o effect ita object, The former, on the contrary,
while it inflicts the same wound, inflicts others
equally great, and, if possible, greater, as I shall next

the Interests of the whole chureh which was for- | proceed to explain.

werly folt, they are now urrayed into two hostile
bodies, engaged in litigation abuut what was for-
merly their commaon property.

The next cord that '“:'.T'd was that of the ﬂnlp-
tists, one of the largest and most respectabie of the
denominations. That of the Presbyterians is not
entirely snapped, but sume of It strands have given
away. That of the Episcopal Church is the only
one of the four grest Protestant denominations
which remains unbroken and entire,

The sirongest cord, of a character, con-
sists of the many strong ties that have held 1o-
gether the two great partios which have, with some
modifications, existed from the beginning of the
Government, They both extended to every portion
of the Union, and strongly contributed to hold all its
!::m together.  But this powerful cord has fared no

tter than the spiritual. It reslsted for a long time
the explosive tendency ol the agitation, but has
finally suapped uoder its force—if not entirely, in a
great measure. Nor I8 there one of the remaining
cords which has not been greatly weakened, To this
extent the Union has slready been destroyed by
agitation, in the only way it ‘can be, by snapping
;::ll-:mﬂ and weakening the cords which {rha! f: to-

or.

IT the agitation goes on, the same force, acti
with increased intensity, ns has been shown, wi
finally snnp every cord, when nothing will be left to
hold the States together except foree.  But, surely,
ﬂrm can with no propriety of langu be ealled a
Union, when the only means by which the weaker
i4 held connected with the stronger portion, is Soree.
It muy, indeed, keep them connecied ; but the con-
nection will partake much more of the character of
#ubjugation, on the part of the weaker 1o the stron.
@er, than the union of free, | t, and sove-
reign States, in one confederation, as they stood in
the carly stages of the Government, and which only
in worthy of the sacred name of Union,

Having now, Senators, explained what it is that
Sntsagws the Udn:,“ iaced it o ita cause, and

H h 3 fon again
recurs—How can the Unlon be saved? To lIIT: 1
answer, there is but one way by which It can be g
and that is by adopting such measures as will satisfy

the Siates hdonﬂng to the Southern

they ean remain in the Union mﬁm.ﬁ'?{m
honor and their mfety. There jn, .',.(!, only one
way br which that can be lteu‘. and that is b
removing the causes by which this belief has bn:
produ Do that, ond discontent will cease, har-
mony and kind feelings betwoon the sections be ro.
storsd, and every a

pprehonsion of
Union removed. The guestion, 1 in—|

can t'l.nnlln. be done ?' But, before M’u‘m
wer question, 1 propose 10 w by what
L nion cannot be saved. ¥

be saved by eul
or numerous

“annmwﬁw

sineere ; for, W loved the Union,
t would necessarily
tl.z, It made tholJﬂ:,nd ™

on-
the
on the Uni

. ﬂ,d“Umn“'I
"' gan no more prevent
:dhnlun than the ery of " Health ! health! glorious

th "
Uit lying dangevousty 1. S Jong ¢ the Union, :
siead n

In claiming the right for the inhabitante, instead
of Cungress, Lo legislate for the Territories, in the Ex-
eeutive Proviso it nssumes that the suvoreignty over
the Territories i vested in the former ; or, Lo express
it in the language used in u resolution offered by one
of the Senators from Texas, [General Hoveron, now
ubsent,] they hove *the same inherent right of self-
government as the people in the States.”! The as-
sumption s witer'y unfounded, unconstitutional,
without example, and contrary to the entire practice
of the Government, from its commencement 1o the
present time, as 1 snall proceed 1o show,
The recent movement of individuals fn California
to form a Constitution and a State Government, and
to appoint Scnators and Representatives, is the first
fruit of this monstrous assumption, 1f the individ-
uals, who made this movement, had gone into Call-
furnin as adventurers, and if, as such, they had con-
quered the Territory and blished their independ
ence, the sovervignty of the country would have been
vested in them, as a separate and indo t com-
munity. Io that case, they would have had the right
1o form a Constitution, and 1o establish a Govern-
ment for themsetves 3 and if sfterwards they thought
roper io apply to Congress for admission into the
E: nas a e ign and independent State, all this
would have been regular, und sceording to establish
ed principles, But such is not the caso. 1t was the
United States who con mrnd Usﬁforuh,ofm: ﬂ':.-ltr
acquired it by treaty. woverclgnty, of course, is
l:guui in m’em. and not in the individuals who have
sttempted to form a Constitution and a State, with-
out their consent. All this is clear, beyond contro-
vorsy, unless it can be shown that they have since
lost or been divested of their sovereigniy.
Nor s it less clear, that the power of legisla
over the acquired territory is vested in Congress,
not, as is assumed, in the inhabitants of the Territo-
ries. None can Jcny that the Government of the
United States have the power to acquire Territories,
l.'llihﬂ Iilyl:rr or tregy; but, if the po:e{l&ax:
exista, it belongs to Congress Lo carry it In .
tion, On thll‘pdnl, there can be no doubt, for the
Constitution expressly provides that C shall

avowedly for the purpose
Lt
tators or

constitutional, or a single measure which they have

f
If friends of

tl; omission, as there was no
-

what they have done is revolutionary and rebellions

in_its character, aparchical In its 1endency, wnd
calculated to lead to the most dangerous conma-
quences. Had they acted from premeditation and de-
sign, it would have been, in fact, actual rebelllon ;

but such is not the caze. The blame lies mucl Joss
upon them than upon those who have induced them
to take & course so unconstitutionsl and dangerous,
They have been led into it by language held hire
and the course pursued by the Executive branch of
the Government.

1 have not seen the answer of the Executive 1o
the calls made by the 1wo Houses of Congress for
infurmation as 10 the course which it 100k, or the
E" which it acted, in relerence to what was done

California, 1 u=derstand the answers have not
yet been printed. But there is enough known to
Justify the assertion, that those who profess to repre-
sert and an act under the authority of the Executive,
have advised, aided, and encournged the movement
which terminated in forming what they call a Con.
stitution and a State.  Coneral Riley, who professed
10 net as eivil Governor, called the Convention, de-
termined on the number and disirlbution of the Jdel-
egutes, appointed the time and pluce of j1s meeting,
was present during the session, and gave its pro-
ceedings his approbation and sanction. If he acted
without authority, he ought to have been tried, or al
least reprimanded and disavowed, Neither hoving
been done, the presumption is, that his course has

been approved.  This of jtself is sufficient to identi-
Jy the Executive with his acts, and 1o make it re.
sponsibie for them. 1 touch not the question,

whether General Riley wos appointed or reccived
the instroctions under which he professed 1o wel
from the present Exeeutive, or its predocessor. 1
from the former, it woul l implicate the preceding as
well us the present Administration,  If not, the re-
sponsibility rests exclusively on the present.

It is manifest from this statemoent, that the Execu-
tive Department has undertakon 10 perform acts pre-
paratory 10 the meeting of the individuals to form
their so-called Constitution and Government, which
up) ertain exclusively to Congress.  Indoed, they are
identical, in many repects, with the provisions
sdopted iiy Congress, when it gives permission lo a
Territory to form s Constitution and Government,
In order 1o be admitted as a State into the Union,

Havicg now shown that the assumption upon
which the Executive and the individuals in Calitor-
nia acted throughout this whole atlair, is unfounded.
unconstitutional, and dangerous, it reinains to make
& few remarks, ln order to show that what has been
done is contrary 1o the entire practice of the Govern-
ment from s commencement to the present time,

From its commencement until the tine that Mich-
igan was admitted, the practice was uniform. Ter-
ritoriul Governments were first organized by C
gress,” " The Government of the Univod sSinfes
lﬁ‘pulmed the Governors, Judges, Secretaries, Mar-
shals, and other officers, and the inhabitants of the
Territory were represented by Jegislative bodics,
whose acts were subject to the revisions of Con.
f}n:u. Thia state of things continued until the

overminent of a Territory applied 10 Congress
to permit its inhabitants to forn a Copstitution and
Government, preparstory to admisston into the
nion, The preliminery act to giving permission
was, to ascertain whether (the inhabitants were suf-
ficlently numerous to authorize them to be formed
into a State, This was done by tuking a census,
That belng dene, and the number proving sufficient,
permission was granted, The act gronting It fixed
all the preliminaries—ihe time and place of holding
the Convention; the qualification of the voters;
establishment of its boundaries, und ull other mens-
ures necessary to be seitled previous to admisslon,
The sct giving o?ﬁmllﬂlﬂrl necessarily withdiaws
the sovere gnlly the United States, and leaves the
inhabitants of the inecipiont State as free o form
their Constitution and Government, ns were the
original Btates of the Union after they had declared
r independence. At this sta e, the inhabitants
of the Terrltory become for the first time u peaple,
in legal and constitutional language, Prior to lEls.
they were, by the old aots of Cang called inhub-
itants, and not people, Al this is perfeetly consist-
ent with the soverelgnty of the United Niates, with
the powers of Congress, and with the right of a
e 0 solf-government.
ichigan was the first case in which there was
any departure from the uniform rule of aeting,
Hers was & very slight departure from esiablished
usage. The Ordinance of 1787 secured to her the
zio;ht of becoming a State, when she should have

g0 many Senators of distinguished abilities, who were 000 inhubitants, Owing to some neglect, Con-
rmt when he delivered his speech and explained grutl I‘dlzﬂl tuking the census.  In the mean time
ris plan, and who were fully capable to do justice to | her population incrensed, until it clearly exceeded
the side they support, have replied to him. more twice the number which entitled her to

admission. At this stage she formed n Constitu-
tion and Government without the census belng taken
by the United States, and Congress waived the
doubt had more than
< .I‘lr*ﬂw toadmission. She
owlng 10 some ditculty Tespertimg Ine bodRdy
between her and Ohio, The t irregularity, ns to
her admission, took place at the next session, but on
& point which ean have no possible connection with
the ease of California.
The irregularities in all other cases that Lave since
oceurred are of a similar nature,  In all, thire ex-
jsted T rritorial Governments established hy Con-
ress, with officers appointed by the Unlted Stotes,
fn |lf. the Territorial Government took the lead in
calling conventlons, and fixing the preliminaries
preparatory to the formation of a Constitntion and
admission into the Union. They all recognised the
sovereignty of the United States, and the authority
of Congresa over the Territories; and wherever
there was any departure from established usage it
was done on the presumed consent of Congress, und
not in defiance of Its authority, or the sovercignty
of the United Staten over the Worritaries, In this
respect California stands alone, without usage, or a
single example 1o cover her case,
It belo naw, Senalors, for you to decide what
part you will act in reference to this unprecedented
transaction. ‘The Executive has laia the paper pur-
porting to be the Constitution of Californla before
ou, and nsks you to admit her into the Union as o
tate ; and the question is, will you ur will you not
admit her?7 Ttisa grave question, and there resis
upon you a heavy responsibility. Much, very much,
will dopend upon your decision. 1f you admit her,
ou endorse and give your sanciion o all that lhss
n done, Are you prepared to do sol  Are you
prepared 1o surrender your power of legislation fur
the Territories—a power expressly vested In Congress
by the Constitution, as has been fully established 7
(}‘;n you, consistently with ycur oath to wapport the
Constitetion, surrender the power?  Are you pre-
pared 1o admit ihat the inhabiants of the Territories
possess the sovereignty over them, and that any
number, more or less, may clalm any extont of ter-
ritory liney please; may ftorm a Constitution and
Ciovernment, and erect it into a State, withoui nsk-
ing your permission 7 Are you prepared to surrender
tates over whatever
hercafier acquired, to the first ad-
venturers who may rush into ?l T Are you prepared
to surrender virtually to the Executive Department
all the powers which you have heretofore exercised
over the Territories 7~ If not, how can yon, consist-
ently with your duty and your oaths to support the
Constitution, give your assent to the admission of
Californis as o Siate, under a pretended Constitution
and Government 7 Aguin: can you believe that the
ijeel of a Constitution which they have sdopted,
as the Jeast validity | Can you believe that thure
is such o State In reality us the State of Culifornin ?
Na; there s no such State, It hos no legal or con-
stitutional existence, It has no validity, and can
hiave none, without your sanction. How, then, can
you admit it as a State, when, according to the pro-
vision of the Constitution, Luur power i limited 1o
sdmitting new Stales. To be admitted, It must bea
State, an existing State, independent of your sanc-
tion, before you con admit it. When you give your
permission to the inhabitants of a Territory to form
a Constitutlon and n State, the Constitution and
State they form derive their nuthority from the peo-
plo, snd not fram yon, The State before admitted is
uetually u State, and does not Decoms so by the ael
of admiswion, a8 would be the case with California,
should you admit her contrary 10 constitutional pro-
visions and established usape heretofore,
The Senators on the other alde of the Chamber
must permit me to make a few remarks in this con-
nection particularly applicable (o them, with the ex-
ception of afew Senators from the South, sitting on
that side of the Chamber, when the Oregon quesiion
was before this body not two years since. Y ou took
(if I mistake not) universally the ground, that Con-
had the sole and nbeolute power of legistuting
,or the Territories,  How, then, can you now, afier
the short interval which bns el , abandon the
ground which you took, and thereby virtually admit
that the power of legislating, Instead of being in
Congress, is in the inhabltanta of the Territories 1
How can you justify and ssnction bx your votes, the
acts of the Executive, which are in 1 derogation
of what you then contended for 7 But, 10 npprosch
still noarer tg the present time, how can you, aller oun-
demning, little more than a year since, the grounds
taken by m';”rmy which you defeated at the last
election, w round and support by your votes the
grounds which, ne explained recently on this floor by
the candidate of the party in the last election, are
tieal with those on which the Executive has

was pot pd

powers vested Ly this Constlintion in the Gerernment

of the United States, or in any d-:::m or gffice

thereof.” 1t matters not, then, w the power Is

leu‘srﬂr' if vested nrn':l in the m“'l:,m:::: “;m:‘
n tal any of its departmen

saisy it lnto execution is clearly

O8A. t this important provision,

have p&war * 10 make all laws which lu!:c es- | W
wry a o intoex KoIng
pozrnrl."'?lm vested in Co ) “and all other

while it gives 1o C the power of legialating over
_rm'ﬂ.‘u mmﬂ' restrictions on s ex-

not Goveramen
but also to all that are unjuat, unequal, of , for f;".'u.'r«nu:éu

acted in reference to California 7 What are we 10
understand by all this7  Must we conclude that
there ig no sipcerity, no fuith in the acts and declara-
tians of public men, and that sll is mere acting or
hollow ession 7 Or are we 1o conclude that the
exclusion of the South from the territory sequired
from Mexico 1a an abject of 50 paramount a charac-
ter in your estimation, that Right, Justice, Constl-
tution, and Consistency, must sll yleld, whon they
-u:«l“'l.l the way of vur exclusion
But, 1t may be asked, what is 1o be done with Cal-
Hlorn she not be admitied 1 I anawer, re-
o k%o the teritorial condition, as was
done in the case of Tennessee, in the uduup of
in hor cane, eotnb-
Government in the usual form
udge, and

slon.  She relurned quietly o her tertitorial condi
fion.  An act wus passed to take o consus by the
United States, containing a provision that the Terri
tory should form one State
regularly conducted, and the Territory ad
State in duo form.

The irregularitics in the cose o

stronger reagsons for pursuing the same copree
it may be said, Culifornia mny not submit,
not probable; but if she should ot, when she refiues,
It will then be time for us to decide what is to b
done

Having now shown what cannot save the Union,

ulnd remove all canse of discontent, by «utis ving th
South ; she could romain honorably snd salcly in the

nal feelinzs between the scetions, which existed an
terior 1o the Missouri agitation.  Nothing clse can
with any certaluty, finally and (orever seitle the

conceding to the South an equal right in the aequired
territory, and to do her duty by causing the stipuln-
thons relative to fugitive slaves to be fathfully fulfill
od—1o cense the agitation of the slave quesiion, and

to provide for the Insertion of a provision in the
Conatitiution, by an umendment, which will reston
to the South in substance the power ghe possess |
of protecting hersell, before the equilibrinm between

the sections was d:-ulr-.yu-d ?Iy the action of this
Governwent, Thee will be no difficoliv in d vising

such a provislon—one that will protect the South,
and which, ot the ssme time, will lmprove und
strengthen the Govermuent, nstead of lmpairing

and weakening it

Bui will the North agree 1o dothie | 11 §s for her
swer this question, Bur, | will say, she capnot
s IF she bas halfl the love of the Unlon which
she professes to have, or without justly exposing
her elf to the charge that her love of power and
aggrandizement Is }a'lr greater than her love of the
Union. At all evenig, the responsibility of saving
the Union rests on the North, and not the South
The South exmectyre= Sy nny aet of Bres, and the
North may save it without any saciilioe whatever,
unleas to do justice, und to perform her dutics under
the Constitution, should be regarded by her as
sacrifice, o

It is time, Senators, that there should bo an open
and manly avowal on ull sides, ss 1o what s intended
to be done, 1M the question is not now settled, it is
uncertain whether It ever ean hereafter be; and we,

#8 the representatives of the States of this Union, re
gnrded as Governments, should come 1o o ois inet
understanding a8 to our respective views, in order 1o
ascertain whether the great questions at fssue can be
scttled or not, Il you, who represent the sironger
portion, cannot agree to seitle them on the brosd
prlnclpl& of justice snd duty, say so; and let the
States wo both repre<ent agree to separate and purt
in peace. If you ure unwilling we should part In
peace, tell us 8o, and we shall know what 1o da, when
vou reduce the question to submission or rewistance.
[ you remain silent, you will compel us to infer what
you intend. In that case, California will become the
test question.  If you admit her, under all the didi-
culties that oppose her admission, you eompel us to
Infir that you intend 1o exelude us from the whole of
the nequired Territories, with the fatention of de-
stroying lrretricvably the w‘uﬂihriluu between the
two sections, We would be blind not 1o perceive, in
that case, that your resl objosts are power and ug-
grandigement, and infatunted, not to act accordingly.

| have now, Senators, dono iy duty In expressine
my opinions fully, freely, and candidly, on this sol-
emn oceaslion, In dolng so, 1 have been governed
by the motives which have governe! me n all the
slages ol the agitation of the Slavery Question sinee
its commencement, 1 have exerted mysell, during
the whole period, to srrest it, with the intention of
saving the Union, if it could be dose  and if itoonld
not, to save the sectlon where 1t hos pleased Proy-
idence 1o east my lo1, and which 1 sinceroly belleve
has justice and the Constituilon on its side. Having
fulthfully done my duty 1o the best of my ability,
both to the Unlon and my seetion, throughout this
agitation, 1 shall have the consolation, bet what will

come, that 1 am free from all responsibility.
APRECH aF HoN. : WHSATER,

* OF MANSACHUNETTS,
ON THE TERRITORIAL QUESTION,

Delivered in the Senate of the United“States, Maroh 7, 1550

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolutions
submitted by the Scuator from Kentucky were
made the special order of the day at 12 o'clock.
On this subject, the Senator from Wisconsin
1Mr Warxen| has the floor

Mr. WALKER., Mr. President, this vast au-
dience has not assembled to hear me, and there is
but one man, in my opinion, who can assemble
such an nudience. They expect to hear him, and
I feel it to be my duty, ns well as my pleasure, to
give the floor, therefore, to the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts. | understand it is immaterial to him
upon which of these questions he speaks, and
therefore | will not move to postpone the special

rder.

Mr. WEBSTER. | beg to express my obliga-
tions to my friend from Wisconsin, | Mr. Warx-
ki | a8 well na to my friend from New York,
[Mr. Sewann,| for their courtesy in allowing me
to addreas the Senate this morning,

Mr. President, | wish to speak to-day, not as a
Massachusetts man, nor as & Northern man, but
as an American, and a member of the Senate of
the United States. 1t s fortunate that there isn
Sensate of the United States—a body not yet
moved from its propriety, not lost to a just sense
of its own dignity, nnd its own high responsibili-
ties, und a body to which the country looks with
confldence for wise, moderate, patriotic, and heal-
ing dootrine. It is not to be denied that we live
in the midst of strong agitations, and in the
midst of very considerable dangers to our inatitu-
tions of Government. ‘The imprisoned winds are
let loose. The 1ust, the West, the North, and
the stormy South, sll combine to throw the whole
ocesn into commotion, sud to toss its billows to
the skies, nnd to disclose its profoundest depthu
1 do not expect, Mr. Preeident, to hold, or to ba fit
1o hold, the helm in this combat of the political
elements; but | have n duty to perform, and |
mean to perform it with fidelity—not without o
sense of the surrounding dangers, but not withoat
hope. | have n part to net, not for my own secu-
rity or safety, for | nm looking out for no fragment
upon which to flost away from the wreck, if wreck
there must be, but for the good of the whole, and
the preservation of the whole; nnd there is that
which will keep me to my duty dnrinj thin strug-
gle, whether the sun and the stars shall appear or
shull not appear for many days. | speak to-day
for the preservation of the Union, " llear me for
my cause.” I speak to-day, out of a solicitous and
anxious heart, for the restoration to the country
of that quiet and that harmony which make the
blowsings of this Union so rich and so dear to us
all. Thene are the topics thet | propose to myself
to discuss; these are the motives, and the sole
motives, that influence me in the wish to commu-
nicate my opinions to the Senate and the country ;
and if 1 can do anything, however little, for the
promotion of these ends, | shall have accomplished
all that | desire.
Mr. President, it may not be amiss to recar very
briefly to the events which, equally sudden and
extraordinary, have brought the political condi-
tion of the country to what it now is. la May,
1816, the United States declared war ngainst
Mexico. Her armies, then on the frontiers, en-
tered the provinoces of that Republie ; met and de-
fested all her troops; penetrated her mountain
passes, and occupied her capital. The marine
foroe of the United States took posseasion of her
forta and her towns on the Atlantic and on the
Pacific. In less than two years a trealy wan ne-
sountod, by which Mexico ceded to the United
tates & vast territory, extending seven or eight
hundred miles al the shores of the Pacific;
reaching bick over the monntaing, snd scross the
desert, until it joined (he frontier of the State of
“T'exas. It po happened that, in the distracted and
!.:. Mexican Gov hefore
the declaration of war by the United Btutes
nst Mexico had beeome known in California,
that the e of Californis, under the lead of
, overthrew

narily rich mine of —or, rather, of u very
grest y of gold, hardly 6t to ba called &
mine, it was spread so near the surfuce—on

Al afterwards was |
mitied an g |

i
California are innneasurally greater, and oller much 1
But,
hat is

I return 1o the question with which | commenced —
How can the Union be saved? There is but one
way by which it ean with any certainiy, and that s,
by a full and final scttlement, on the principle of Jug.
tiee, of all the questions at issue betweon the 1wo
sections,  The South nsks for justice, sliple justice
and less I'JII‘.’ ought not 10 take, She haz n -;-”.,.n.: |
mise 1o offer, but the Constitution ; and no copces-
ton or eurrender to make, She has alres Iy surren
lered w0 much that she has livle left to surrender,
Such a settlement would go 10 the rout of the evil,

Unicn, and theroby restore the harmony and trater. |

auesiions at lssue, tenuinate agitation, and save tis
Union. )

But can (his b done T Yés, ehally : not by the |
weaker party, for it con of Itsdf do nothing - not
even protect lsali—hat by the steonger,  The North
has only ta will i* 1o aceomplish it— 1o do justice by

of the Suersmento, T'hey seem to have stiempied

anolher -H-u‘-,\-'l-r_\- P rl,g‘l.u of greater imporfabe
wid made of golil, in snother part of the Ameriean
brunch of the Sacramento, and near Sutter’s fort,
a8 it is ealled, ‘The fume of these discoveries
spread far and wide They excited more and
more the spirit of emigeation towards California,
which had already taken place; and persons
erowded in hiundreds, and flocked towards the
bay of San Francisco. ‘I'his, sn 1 have sald took
plae= in the winter aud spring of 1848, The dig-
ging commenced in the spring of that year, aund
from that time to this, the work of searching for
gokl han been proseented with a sucerss not here-
| tofure known in the history of this globs, Weall

koow, siv, how incredulous the Americon puilic
wus at the secounts which renched ws nt first of
these discoveries ; but we all know that these no-
counts received, and contiuue to reeeive, daily
confirmation, and down to the present moment |
| suppose the assurances are os stroog, after the

! the lower part of the south or American braunch

to conoenl their discuvery for some time ; bt soon

their brethren nt the North, who do not see the |
utilawluloess of #l AWery wd there wre mor.
thovsands, perbaps, that, whatsoever they moy
think of it in its origin, and as a matter dojend-

ing upon patural right, yet tuke things «s they
ure ; swl, fludieg ﬁl'i\‘r'l"‘ to be an eatabilished re
lition of the suciety where 'Ihi-}‘ live, ean see bo
way in which (let their opinions on the nbstraet
question be what they may) it is in the power of
the present generation to relieve themsel ves from
this relation. Aud. in this respoct, oandor obliges
me 1o sy, that | believe they nre just ws eonsci-
entious, wany of them, nnd of the religious people
wll of them, ns they are in the North in holding
different opinions.

Why, sir, the honorable Senntor from South
Carolinag, the other duy, alluded to the great sep-

Methodist Episeopsl Church. ‘T'hat separation

this peeuline suhject of slavery. | felt great oon
cern, ns that dispute went on, about the resuit
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nother important consider
U not mufhiciently wtiended to. The (Conven-
w hoe framing this Constitution sssembled in

Puiladelphin in M ¥, nndd wnt oatil September
N During 411 that time the Congress of the
Upited States was in session at New York It
Wal o matter of design, o8 we know, that the Con
tr-ln!mn should not wscemble in the same eity
where Congress was holdic r {8 sedsione
all the publie men of the « Wty :|..-;4~;-,]rn:“:,:
distinction wnd eminence, were in one or ih--
other of these two assemblics; and [ think jt hap-
pened in some instinces thut the same gentlemen

were members of both. Jf | mistake wot, such
was Lhe case of Mr. Rufus King, then & member
of Congrens from Massachasetta, and st the syme

aration of that great religious eommunity, the | Consti-ution from that State.

was brought about by ditferencea of opinion upon

and 1 was iu hopes that the difference of opduion

time & wember of the Convestion to frame the

Now, it was in the

1 | summer of 1757, the very time when the Conven
tionin Philadelpbia was franiing this Constitution

- | thut the Congrees in New York was framing the

| Ordinance of 1757, They passed that Ordipsnce
on the Lith July, 1757, at New York—the very

experience of these several months, of mines of | wight be adjusted, because | lovked upon that re- | month, perhaps the very duy, on which (hess
i :‘.’j‘"' 'l‘l‘]‘-’ll‘fhl'ly inexhaustible in the regions near | lgious denomination ss one of the great props of | questions about the importation of slaves wnd the
San Frauecisco, in California, ns they were at any | religion and morsls throughout the whole coun- | ehinracter of slavery were debated in the ‘onven
| period of the earlier dates of the sceounts. It so [ iry, from Maiue to Georgin. The result wns | tion at l'i-il.ﬂ-""'p]llln And, 80 far as we 1‘.-\11 nOW
lli'\ilpo'llni. sir, that, althongh in the time of peace, | sgainst wy wishes snd sgaiust my hopes. | have | learn, there was 8 pouleat conparreieoef oimor
[ it becaiie & very important mbjeot for legislitive [ read all their proceedings nod all their argu- | between these respective bodies and it resulted u:
consideration and legislative decision to |-ru\r|-l=‘ o | wments, but | have never yet been able to come 1o | this Ocdinanes of 1757 excluding slavery as wp-
| proper Territorinl Gevernment for Calitornis, yet | the conclusion that there wag any real ground for | plied 10 all the territory over nh.irh ihe |y.m r,,:‘
differences of opinion in the conncils of the Giov- | that separation ; in other words, that 0o good | of tha Unitcd States had jurisdiction -.m“‘tm
II orum'n-m prevented the establiehment of any sach | eculd be produced by that sepuration.  Sir, whon | was all the territory northwest of the ll[,.,.. Thwe
Territorial Government fur California at the Lust | o gacstion of this kind takes hold of the religions I yenrs before, Virginia and other States had mado
session of Congress.  Under this state of thingd, | sentiments of mankind, and comes to be discussed | n cession of thst great t rritory to the United

the inhabitants of Suin Francisco and California —
then amounting to n great number of peaple—in
the summer of last year, thought it to he their
duoty to establish u local Government, Under the
proclamation of Genernl Riley, the people chose
delegates to u convention—that copvention met ut
Monterey, They formed & Constitution for the
State of California, and it was udopted hy the
["‘\'[!l.‘ of Californis in their prioary wsembiloges
| Desirous of immedinte conpection with the UTnited
| States, its Senntors were appointed and Hepre-
sontatives chosen, who have come hither, bringing
with them the nuthentio Constitution of the State
of Culifornia; and they now present themselves,
nskiog, in behalf of their State, that the State
may he admitted into this Union as one of the
United Biater  "Whis Qonstitution, sir, contains
an express prohibition against elavery or juvel-
untary servitude in the Siate of Californin. Itis
sald, and I swpprse traly, that of the members
who composed that Convention, some sixtern
were natives and had been residents of the slave-
holding States, about twenty-two were from the
non-slaveholding Stutes, and the remsining ten
members were either native Calilornisns, or old
settlers in that eountry This prohibition ngainst
slavery, it is allegel—

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator give way uwutil
order is restored !

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Sergeant-at-
Arms will see that order is restored, and no more
persons admitted to the floor,

Mr. CASS, | trust the scene of the other day
will not be repeated. The Sergeant-at-Arms
must display more energy in suppressing this
disorder,

Mr. ITALE. The nolse is outside of the door

Mr. WEBSTER. And it is this eircumstanoce,
#wir, the prohibition of slavery hy that Convention,
which has contributed to ruise—1 do not say it
hus wholly raised—the dispute us to the propriety
of the admission of Californin into the Union un-
der this Constitution. [t is not to be denied, Mr.
President—nobody thinks of denying—-that, what-
ever reasons were assigned at the commeneement
of the late war with Mexico, it war prosecuted
for the purpose of the scqui-ition of territory, and
under the alleged wrgument that the ceasion
of territory was the only formn in which proper
compensation conld be wade to the United States
by Mexico, for the various claims snd demands
which the people of this Government hnd agiinst
her. At any rate, it will be found that President
Polk's message at the commencement of the ses-
sion of December, 1517, avowed that the war was
\ to be prosecated until some acquisition of territory

was made. And, us the soguisition was to be
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expected by the South, that whatever nequisitions
were made in that region would ha ndded o (he
slaveholding portion of the United Stntes. Events
have turned out as was not expectod, nnd that
expeotation has not been realized ; und therefore,
some degree of disappointment and surprise has
resulted, of course.  In other words, it is obvious
that the question which has so long harnssed the
couatry, and at some times very seriously alarmed
the minds of wise and good men, has come
upon us for a fresh discussion—the question of
slavery in these United States,

Now, sir, | propose—perhaps at the expense of
detail und consequent detention of the Senato—1to
review historioally this question of slavery, which,
partly in consequence of its own merits, nud
partly, perhaps mostly, in the manner it is dis-
cussed in one sud the other portion of the coun-
try, Lhas been n source of so mnch alienation and
unkind feeling Lietween the different portions of
the Union. e all know, sir, that slavery has
existed in the world from time immemorial.
There was slavery, in the earliest periods of his-
tory, in the Oriental nutions. There was slavery
among the Jews; the theoeratic government of
that people made vo injunction against it. There
wal slavery among the Greeks, and the ingenious
philosophy of the CGreeks found, or sought to
find, u justifieation for it exactly upon the gronnds
whioh have been nssumed for sueh a justifieation in
this conntry ; that i1, n natural and original dif-
ference among the races of mankind, the inferi-
ority of the black or colored race to the white.
The Cirecks justified their system of slavery
upon that ground precisely. They held the Afri-
can, and in some parts the Agintie tribes to be in-
ferior to the white race; bat they did not show, 1
think, by any close procees of logie, that, if this
were true, the more intelligent nnd the stronger
had therefore n right to subjugste the weaker,
The more manly philosophy and jurispradence of
the Romane placed the justification of slavery on
entirely different grounds

The Roman jurists, from the first, and down to
the full of the Kmpire, admitted that slavery was
sgainst the natural law, by which they main-
tained that all men, of whatsoever clime, color, or
capacity, were equal | hut they jnstiﬁrd alavery,
first, upon the ground and authority of the law of
nations—arguing, and arguing truly, that at that
day the conventional law of nations sdmitted that
oaptives in wur, whose lives, nccording to the
notions of the times, were at the abaolute dixpo-
anlof the eaptors, might, in exchange for exemption
from death, be made slaves for life, and that such
servitude might deseend to their erity. The
Jjurists of Rome nlwo maintained that by the clvil
law there might he servitude—glavery, personal
and heraditary—first, hy the voluntary net of an
ndividusl who wight sell himaclf into slavery,
second, by bis being reovived into n state of sla-
very by bis creditors in satisfaction of n debt;
and, thirdly, by being placed in o state of pervi-
tude or slavery for crime, At the introduction
of Christianity into the world, the Roman worll
was full of slaves, and | suppose there is to be
found no injunction against that relation between
man sod mun in the teachings by the CGiospel of
Jesun Christ, or by any of his Apostles. The
ohject of the Instruetion imparted to mankind by
the founder of Christianitly was to touch the
heart, purify the soul, snd improve the lives of
individusl men, That object weut directly to the
first fountain of all politieal and ull social relations
of the human race—the individual heart and
mind of man,

Now, sir, upon the fenml pature and charnc-
ter and influence of slavery, there exists a wide
difference between the Northern portion of thin
country and the Southern. It in gald on the one
side, that, if not the sulject of uny injanction or
direct prohibition in the New Testament, slavery
is a wrong; that it is founded merely in the right
of the atrongest ; nnd that it in o oppression, like
all unjost wars, like all those conflicts hy which a
mighty nation subjects n wesker nation to their
will; and that slavery, in it nature, whatever
may be said of it in the modifications which have
taken place, ls not in fuct wecording to the meek
spirit of the Clospel. It in not kindly affectioned.
It does not “ week another’s, nnd not its own.”" It
does not “let the oppressed go free” ‘T'hese are
sentiments that are cherished, and recently with
genu; ugml-l force, nmong the people of the

orthern Btates, It has taken hold of the reli-

ious sentimeut of that part of the country, an it
more or less taken hold of the religious feel-
Ings of a considerable portion of mankind. The

| in religious assemblies of the clergy snd laiiy,
| there is always to be expected, or nlways to be
fearvd, 8 great degree of excitement. Tt s in the
nature of man, mauifested by his whole history,
| that religions disputes are apt to become warm,
aud men's strength of convietion is proportionate
to their views of the magnitude of the questions
lo all such disputes, there will sometimes men be
found with whomn everything is wbsolute—abso-
lutely wrong or nbsolutely right. They see the
right elearly . they think others ought to do it
nod they are disposed to establish & broad line of
distinotion between what they thiok right and
what they hold to he wrong.  Awnd they are not
soldom willing to establish thet lve upon their
own convietions of the tryth and the justice of
their owp opiMions ; and they are willing to murk
ard guard that line by placing along it u weries of
dogmng, ns lives of boundary nre marked by posts
and stofes. The men who, with clesr per-
oeptions, s they think, of their own duty, do not
see how too hot & pursuit of one duty may involve
them in the violation of others, or how too warm
an embiracement of one truth may lead to u disre-
gard of other truths eguslly importsnt.
henrd it stuted strongly, not many days ago, these
persons are disposed to mount upon some duty ss
& war-horee, snd to drive furiously, on and upon
and over ull other daties that may stand in the
way. T'here are men who, in times of that sort
and digputes of that ort, are of opinion that hu-
man duties may be aseertained with the precision
of mathemutics  They deal with morals as with

mathematics, and they think what is right may be
distioguished from what is wrong with the pre-

eision of an nlgebric equation. They have there.

fore, none too much charity towards others who

differ from them. They are npt, too, to think that

nothiog is good but what is perfect . and that

there wre no compromises or modifioations to he
mude, in submission to ditference of opinion, orin
defervnee to other men’s judgment.  1f their per-
#picacions vision ennbles them to detect a spot on
the fuce of the wan, they think that a good reason
why the sun ghould he struck down from heaven,
They prefer the chance of running into utter
durkness to living in heavenly light, if that
heavenly light be not ahsolutely without any im-
perfestion.  There are impatient men—too impa-
tient nlways to give heed to the admission of St,
Paul, “that we are not to do evil that good may
come”—too impatient to wait for the slow pro.
gross of moral causes in the improvement of man-
kind. They do not remember that the dootrines
aud the miracles of Jesus Christ have, in eighteen
hundred years, converted ouly n small portion of
the human race; and, among the nations that are
oonvarted 1o Christinnity, they forget how man

vices and erimes, public and private still prevail;
and that many of them, public orimes especially,
which nre offences ngninst the Christinn religion,

Jramn et Sy seseiib s .

nation.  Thus Wars ace waged, and unjust wirs
I do not deny that there may he just wars ;| there
certainly are; but it was the remark of an emi-
nent person, not many yesrs ngo, on the other
wide of the Atlantie, that it was one of the great-
est reprosches to humun nsture, that wars were
sometimes necessary. T'he defence of nations
somectimes causes u war against the injostice of
other nations.

Now, sir, in this state of sentiment upon the
general nature of slavery lies the cause of a grent
portion of those unhappy divisions, exasperations,
aud reprosches, which find vent and support in
different purts of the Union, Slavery does exist
in the United States. It did exist in the States
before the sdoption of this Constitution, snd st
that time.

And now let us consider, sir, for A moment, what
wid the state of sentiment North and South in re.
gard to slavery, at the time this Constitution was
adopted. A remarkable change has taken place
since ; but what did the wise and great men of all
parts of the country think of sluvery 7—in what
estimation did they hold itin 17587, when this Con-
stitution was adopted 7 Now, it will he found,
air, if we will carry ourselves Ly historieal re-
search back to that day, und nseertain men’s opin-
ions by authentie records still existing nmong us,
that there wis no great diversity of opinion be-
tween the Nurth sod the South upon the suhject
of slavery ; and it will be found that both parts of
the country held it equnlly an evil—a moral and
politieal evil. It will not be found that either at
the North orat the Sonth there was much, though
there was some, inveotive ngainst Slavery wa inhu-
man and erael, The Frul,fouml of ohjection to
it was politienl ; that it weikened the social fab-
rie; that, taking the |-1ncn of free labor, soviely
was less strong nnd labor was less productive;
wnd therefore we find from all the eminent men of
the time the clearest expression of their opinion
that alavery wis an evil.  And they aseribed ir,
not without truth, and not without some nsoerhity
of temnper and foroe of language, to the injurious
policy of the mother country, who, to favor the
navigator, hud entailed these evila upon the col-
onfes. | need hardly refer, sir to the publica-
tiona of the day. They are matters of history
an the record.  The eminent men, the most emi-
nent men, and nearly all the conspieuous of the
South, held the same sentiments, that slavery
wis aun evil, a blight, a blast, a mildew, & seourge,
and n curse.  There ara no térms of reprobition
of slavery so vehement in the North of that day
a8 in the Sonth.  ‘I'he North was not 8o much ex-
cited against it ns the South; and the reason in, |
suppose, beeaue there was much less at the North,
and the people did not see, or think they saw, the
evils g0 prominently ns they were seen, or thought
to be seen, at the Bouth,

Then, sir, when this Constitution was framed,
this was the light in which the Conveution view-
el it. The Convention reflected the judgment
and sentiments of the great men of the South. A
memher of the other House, whom | have not the
honor to know, ina recent speech has collacted
oxtraots from these public documents. They
prove the truth of what | nm saying ; and the ques-
tion then was, how to deal with it, sud how to deal
with it us un evil. Well, they oame to this gen-
eral result, They thought that slavery ocounld
not be continued in the country if the importation
of slaves was mude to cease, nud therefore they
provided that after n oertain period the importa.
tion might he Pﬂ'ﬂlt&d hy the uet of the new
Governwent.  T'wenty years was

some gentleman, s Northern gentleman, | think,
and muny of the Bouthern gentlemen opposed it
8 heing too long. Mudison en lly wua some-
thing warm against it. [le said it would bring teo
wuch of this mischief into the sountry to nllow
the importation of slaves for such s period. Be.
ewge we must tuke along with us, in the whole of
this discuswion, when we are considering the nen-
timents and npiniom in which this constitutional
provision origiuated, that the comvietion of all
wen was, that if the lmportstion of luves .
the white race would multiply faster than the
blsck race, nnd that slavery would therefore grod-
unlly wear out nnd expire. It may not be im-
proper here to allude to that, I had almost said,
celebrated opinion of Mr. Madison. You obeerve,
sir, that the term slave or slavery is mot used in
the Constitution, The Constitu .on does not re-
quire that “fugitive slaves” shall be delivered

Boath, upon the other side, having been sccus- | up. It requires that “ persons bound toservice in
mu’::umm:h&w:‘mu.u ﬁ“:am'"“‘ﬁ? lmm,::nuu
their from thelr birth— taught | livered up Y ‘ Introduc-
in to treat the su ’? llnuohla%tn.:huﬂ Into the Consti-
with care and kindgess, and | believe, in genersl, | tution | for he sald he did ot wish to see it re-
feellng for them grent care and ki bave of the United States
not yet taken this view of the suhject I[of A .ﬁlhl mﬂhwhm
have mentioned. There are thoussnds of Nw,n this took place at the Convention in
glous men, with conscisnces as tender as any of | 1757; with thig—¢onourrent and

Ay 1]

Stales. Aud a wost megnificent et it was |
never refleet upon it without a disposition to do

honor and justice—rnd justice wou'd be the
highest bonor—to Virgiuii, forthat act of cesion
of her northwestern territory. | will say sir, it i3
one of her fuirest claims to the respect Bnd grati-
tude of the United States, and thut perbaps it is
only seconud to that other elsim which attaches to
ber. that in ler counsels, nnd from the intelli-

gence and patriotism of her leading statesmrn,
procecded the first idea put into practice for
the furmation of u general Constitution of the Upi-
ted States. Now, sir, the Ordinance of 1757 ap-
plied thus to the whole territory over which the
Congress of the United States had jurisdiction
It was adopted nearly three years before the Con-
stitation of the United Stares went into operation
beenuge the Ordinance took effect immedintely on
it passage, while the Constitution of the United
States, haviog been framod, was to be sent ta tha
States to be adopted by their Conventions; and
then o Governwent Lad to be organized under it
This Ordinanee then, wis in operation and fores
when the Constitution was sdopted and this Gov-
ernment put in motion, in April, 1789,

Mr. President, three things are quite clear as
historieal truths. One is that there was an ex-
peelution that on the ceaning of the importation
of elnves from Africs, slivery would begin to run
oul. ‘T'hat was hoped and expeoted. Another is,
that ns far us there was any power in Congress to
prevent the spread of slavery in the United Stutes,
that power was exeeuted in the most ahsolute
manner and to the fullest extent. An hoporable
member whose health does not allow him to be
here to.-day—
[A Bexaron,
CaLwonn)

Mr. WEBSTER. 1 am very happy to hear
that he is—may he long he in health and the en-
Joyment of it 1o serve bis country |—said the other
day that he cousidered this us the first in the se-
ries of measures caloulnted to enfecble the South
snd deprive them of their just participation in
the benefits nud privileges of this Government.
He suys, very properly, that it was done under
the old Confederation, and before this Constitu-
tion went into effeot ; hut, my present purpose is
only to say, Mr. President, that it was doue with
the entire and unsnimous conourrence of the
whole Bouth. Why, there it stands! The vote
of every Stato in the Union was unanimoos in fa-
vor of the Ordinance, with the exception of  sin-
gle individunl vote, und that individoal was a
Northern man. But, sir, the Ordinance abolish-
ing or rather prohibiting sluvery northwest of the
Ohio, has the hand and seal of every Sonthern
member in Congress.

T'his wis the state of things, sir, and this the
state of opinion under which thoss two very im-

portant matters were argangedy arud Eorn bin e se
the Constitution with & recognition of slavery ns
it existed in the States, and the establishment of
the Opdinanee prohibiting, to the full extent of
ull territory owned by the United States, the in-
troduction of sluvery into those territories.  Anid
Lere, sir, wo way pauss,  We may reileot for
moment upon the entire coincidence and eoncor-
rence of sentiment hetween the Nerth and the
South upon this (uestion, ut the pecied of the
ndoption of the Constitution.  But opinions, sir,
huve changed—grestly chunged —changed North
nnd changed South. Blavery is not regarded in
the South now na it was then, I eee nn honorable
member of this body paying me the honor of lis-
tening to my remarks ; he brings to we, sir, freshly
und vividly the sentiments of his great uncestor,
g0 much distinguished in his doy and generation,
#0 worthy to be succeeded by so worthy n grand-
son, with all the sentiments he exprossed in the
Convention in Philadelphia upon this subjeot.
Here we may pause. There was unanimity of
sentiment, if not & general conourrence of senti-
ment, ranning through the whole community, and
eapeclully entertalned by the eminent men of all
rurtluna of the country, in regard to this subjeot.
but soon n change began at the North aud tho
South, and & severance of opinion scon showed
itgelf—the North growing much more warm and
strong agninst slavery, and the South growing
much more warm and strong in its support. Sir,
there is no generation of mankind whose opinions
are not subjoot to he influenced by what appears
to them toe their present anid emergent and exi-
rnnt interest. | impute to the South no partieu-
nrly interested view in the change which has
come over her. | impute to her certainly no dis-
honest view, All thut has happened has been na-
tural, 1t has followed those eanses which nlways
influence the human mind, and operate upon it
What, then, have heen the causen which have ere-
ated so new n feeling in favor of slavery in the
South—which have changed the whole nomenecla-
ture of the South on the subject—und from being
thought of and described in the terms | have men-
tioned and will not repeat, it has now become an
inatitution, s eherished institution there ; no evil,
no weourge, but a great religlons, soeinl, and
moral blessing, as | think | have heard it latterly
dencribed 11 suppose this, wir, ia owing to the
suddan uprising and rapid growth of the eotion
L.lmluliunl of the South. Ho far as any motive of
anor, justion, and general judgment conld act, it
wna the cotton interest that gave n new desire to
promote slavery, to spread it and to use its labor,
| again say, that1hiy is produced by the causes
which we must always expect to produce like ef-
foots — their whole interests beoame connected
with it If we look back to the history of the com-
merce of this country st the early commenoement
of this Government, what were our ex 1 Cot-
ton was hardly, or but to o very limited extent,
known  The tables will show that the exports of
eotton for the years 1700 and 1701 were hardly
more than forty or fifty thousand dollars a year,
It has gone on increasing rapidly until it may now
be, perhaps, in o weason of great b
prices, a hundred millions of dol Then there
was more of wax, more of indigo, more of rice,
more of nlmost everything cxported from the
South than of cotton. [ think I have heard it
wakd, when Mr. Jefferson negotiated the treaty of
1764 with England, he did not know that cotton
was exported ut all from the United States; and |
have heard it sald that, after the tresty which
gave to the United States the right to carry their
own commodities to England in their own ships,
the custom-house in Loundon refused to admit cot-
ton, upon an allegation that it could wot be un
American production, there beiog, as they lnr
romi‘ no cotton raised in Americs. They would
ardly think so now |

Well, sir, we know what follows. The age of

Ho is here. (Referring to Mr.

cotton Y en age for our Southern
brethren. MW fied ll.dr ddﬂhiuﬂvn

ment snd aconmulation st the same time
excited it. The desire grew by what it fed uEn,
and soon came Lo be an eagerness for other

territory, s new ares or new ureas for the cultiva-
tion of the cotlon erop,and measures 'l'mbr::shl
about, somewhat ly, one afier another, under

the lead of Southern men it the head of the Gov-
ernment, they having s majority in both brunches

of the Government, to uu-!tbi their ends.
The honorable member from Curolina observed
ty all ia fuvor

that there has been u majori
of the North. 17 that be m.l"cl orth

r, aot-
ed either very liberally and kindly, or wenk-
ly; for they never exercisml that five
lw mes in the history of the ever.

bether
to other causes, | shall not to con-
¥ i man scquaibied wikh the stery of
the oountry can deny that
[vex vountu raus.]
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